99 HI° Bl MR &) BToid 8l &,

ST RAJH/9396

ERY

IGelid bl ferd 97 |
S T8l g1 |

3T GeS dIexT STvicl Bl S U8 BB
FEH 9 P8l goferd 1 fa1 R 9a%gR 71l
I8 ADI | TG A1Ed & 91€ 39 B B ford
JATNIG HAIDR & Sl § Jad o |
R T RR 9 90 AaEeR 918 3
TEdTd |l ® TS| 3F A BT AR DI
JEAN B |
B TSI 37 34 fa%aTd & |1 UM HRdl §Y
S Hed R & [ 39 T & &R
T BT FEANT AT 3R 90T ereaTg! 31
D SIS AT TSR &7 |
9 3% & AT BB TI Bictd T JRifbdl
AR W & SR | g8 qEdiell Y Hegd
P 3R W I8AX g9 H IMUD AR
gAR fo AR wifed B garR &
BIFTY =T 5 59 rgaR & SIRY gAY
TEID A IS gV g1l & WM, qedd
I RfAT, IAR—=STE, TR dTel dTfB3Md
P TGN MIHT R Aol 8| 39
RycRiel # oMy ! BSRIT BT FotHl, oA
3R ATl AT |l GRBR BIT| FUN],
ST 3R 29T aral 9 s9d ford
SIER < 3R oMH oMl 4 39 WNIER
T DT T[IRT 2 |
ST {6 fUoel &% ATell | 8IaT el 3R §
b Bo sramISTe dod goed faai H anfie
Il IR {B T TUHCIGT B BR d3d
g, 9 w99 o8 31 # Sz ST & Sl
g, #gcedl ¥ Y M AR ARgE H
TARTAT B S8 & d<d Wi BTelld daT &F

TATS: 2008

3{(ct dce

a¥ —16 b 1
ST © | 319 R goped 37 49 81 91 =
2 Hfer) YdHed JHTId, JM&Tad & haa
IR NI & A b qAId AR b
SO BT JIEARM B Pl AT B 8%
=TT TS e I AR T © |

d1fes T AR arfderd by = 81 3R &%
IR AU ABIET AR G b HAdD
TP Il WR ST |, el fohefl aRE
BT HG—HTT &I BT © | 3R = wr ot =78
BT © f o 39 Wkl I 9WeR &, <ifeb
S WI H I femd a1 B @Y
T TR B | T S T | STo_d & b
ST 3R AT BT ATfoTd R 3TealT® 2 | I8
3 HIIATT BT BRIGR FAT 2 3R fopeft
BT STH T T8l © |

JMRER H BH IRT AT 3Tell T IR AT=a
AT TP AT B AT $H SR S 9T
8T TR B ¥ B PR T E, IAdT

Raead § RaxToy rdiad U9 HRd © 3l

Ie oT~d e BN | — ! i e

Bl e SaFl @& gd JId Bidg |

Siclcl

I 3 5. qiffe 35/ <.

I I WIlola 3Tl 31&HS
31cll ATEd BT ST BT Bl

[SRA NG R

HAM T HY SISl dhAN AR
103 fdbaEl @ fRET Brs &R
3CTHT  TRT TEHT Al AT8d 20,5
2008 BT JFIT 9.00 ATAH BT Pl
YRETE B8 T |

3119 Uil ISTd 1334 DI RIS TR B
H UST gU  37Us difold Hooll HraT
A S A1 DT 3R Wi TR o |
3D hHel & TSN B JdTdd 3T
gooll BRaE g 9 Hooll UsHa
3ell fod Hooll fesgectie S fo7
SATEH Sil {99 B SH ST ISR
AT S IRAR A |

Y TS : 3 W

&t SIENT AeTHA WIAEET 7 134 TeET &I AT M

f& 9IE”T JABR FRAIE BR Wil QT BIHT SIE”T A & eTed & AP W drdid &
g # 31cdel 3N dTel gl Bl SHATATT dhU HRal & | 9I8%T gdidi dieil™ & "a o
SR AR AT ST RET 8 Sil 9 a1 A A1fed 8 b 9 A1l el 134 T bl TSIl 73T |
ST & Bt 89 TN 3R 45 T2 © | 19 8 4l T 579 g2l B 90% A STGT A o B
69 T BT TaATSI AT | TAT 9 W 12 TP K JJaT 14 TR 65% A SATRT TR BRI b
STGTSIT TTT | Piciol VR WR BE-10, B.Sc.-1, B.Com- 6, B.B.M.— 1, B.D.M.-1, M.Sc. -3, M.Com.-7,
M.A-1,MB.A-4,CA 3 Phd.—2 % |
AR & Al BToll HHABGAI AUS! ITell -1 9ardT & I8 Fd1 8% |Idl adTfere] 3R
Fe1 a1 8 H gedl 97 W6 © S AR B S ford a5 B B |
g1l ool SIS Sif IR dTell SIC 8 ATdl 341 Al UR EToll Jooll SISl Sff 3R dTell
QaTS I GIaT AN BT <l © ST 37U U Aidl H g ST 7B W B | & g
BTl fRagedie IR 7 qarT & $9 AT I8 SAMIG dleid H BRed 3@, hoeR AR
T # GRAST AR (FEIAT) @ Wl H ST AR, Sl D fam 17 |

S BRI R aTel Jgdl & A UST 4 PIeMd 1 9 <of 21,

SHI YdTel : Sred @1 Saecel 9 UR&ERfdr R e aregrrd ?
Accountability and transparency of Jamaat. What are your views on this?
Please send your contribution to: The Editor : All World Bohra Journal , 73 Dr. Zakir Hussain Marg, Udaipur




Il Women of Udaipur

] dadd bl gof?

U] BIfHT OTERT 31, @
JreHga gafery a1 ® 8 b o U
S B 91§ SR IHIwd A
Al 33, DI SIS € offbs YR 3T
ST | 3{TUh! /i BT Toll BRI & | |
P MEHIT XA H fhadr ® U8 39
g Y afed e &~ A & uig & =
STl B 2 |

AR T &1 Torel H Y =
9 9g—d¢ B} fewar forar, s s
El R e 918, AR AR,
gfaxr T TRIE &) TN asdid
AN T & T TH WX 3T 35

3Tl dof I ST

9gd B9 @l AR AY ge T B
AT Bed e dfed U R BRI Bl
RS AE | <) SR (5o <22 s S | e
sRaIR far ® 98 & Toa T8 &
AHdT | fTeToT &R S A1 # OR®Gd &_l
S BRI §9 dEd Bl Holqd §AIdT @
IR 3Md g feoaed & fRr daw
eI BT AoTdd Hcll T 2 |
gafRaT snfder a1 Her arer
AredRAT 37T 918 @rel arel 9gd
fSarfed @ 21 e il &1 9gd
TS ABR TT B 90 AT DI IH UR PR
Al | AMYBT BHSA BT &R B dIe<

AT BT AHR T B b 2 | TEId BT FAUTET 2 &R & A1d IR IR
EART JE Bl deT dedd H  IEdl 2 | O §9 97d &) d-% SIRT DRl
AT BT ARIERY TR R STl | 2 f& 3T U TEAT—3RITA Bl BT
STIYR & & AIE%T BORIG HigaRar ng@j:?;;ﬁ s e
Sk TRAT & 98 < 6 o
Y I ] T T R T Te e ) o aR

I 2 | 3T WISIYR H G4 B 37R 90
AT BT FHR TI TR D! © | AR AT
A S Biver H fHH avE o FH T
31TE 3R S T WRIY & TEF B W
AT # AR v 2 |

TIERT JY TSP & Yo B (a1 § 99
H{O AYD] FHY S FER AT TR gl

By

IR 19 3qd &R ARG U 3R G+
qrell g8l 1 371§ a1 99 98 Fe1

HEHT ST T4 37U QTSR 1 Bidall (oA
fo AT & ford fonell g @1 B
EENEGIISEEER IS CIC IS BCIECIRCEY
T ATeha <1 AR AT AU g, dSHl
DI AP AT DI SR G| SHD
qE GHAAS BI dlel] T3l o ATID!

gTeld d8d ATojd garl Sff j&1 off a9 )
BT Fel drer | afed I8 dal & o
R B AT © SN TR € 9 Al g &
21 39 afd 71 3mus favar & 3R
ST 97 & |

3151 4T I8 PeEl & b Y | TeD
BIg TR R Il 1 O A H 39 W
HTIH G | 39 R <9 aa a1 v
BT DI B |
ATEARAT AT 18 PIeT AHAT

ofl aTeT IU o el

3T dIE”T TEIh B VD Tl

SETH WG 8 Sl UTee | 81 S3Te]

SENCZSEINI S CaNCRIES

¢
I

IR

3T 95 AT &I qdid i # bg
TRIG—HRTST ¥ [OR B gl 8 | 3MID
q1feTe 3G 9 &R BAR 3[HIE UR @il
STFHRI T&Gd o | SHThT AT o b
AT BT IIE =TT o, g 7=
B WA 915 & ol R 9l US|
I 379 dTfeTe P S_Id Bl o@l 3R
WA & 1 W Sl GJoH DORIAT Bl
SIfe e T a9 B | 1Y 319+

3T BT U BRT H g Sl 318
S fRIe | d3fTed]d Y@ & |

MU FHTST B HRIGIEAAT # A
1960 W 96—d¢ IR BT o FT Y (a1
STq IAgR # onfie v w7
ATEd GoH I | 31T IH g @RI DI
TP QEIRRIRE & ¥ax  §diad gs
S amo gt e & Frfderad
TR PR ATH AT | STDT I ATl
B AW 3AUD IAGl A W I@T
AHAT & | MU 71 FH% e qasd a
e & Raedrd | aron dfed D!
gt o1 A 39 910 @ ford uRkd fhar foh
I8 TEd D ol R AT ¥ BM
P | AP TEAR IRISAT BT ol 3
o 3TTST ATERT BIA DI ST JIATH TAA
PR IR{JT SN dTel, HATTSY FYR 3Tt
3R AR TMde o RTHER SR
B B RITAT ITHA I T |

“qre®l 9 fa=rch 2 & afe aia
31 gl g TGl 9 qrfew
2 dlgd A amms N |

—SaNT



31l dod I Sidct

UsS 1 BT AV :

JMUd STET URETET 9 RTYNT oF 3R HIF &
RecATISR o Ar—ATer S1efad &1 Ragad
fr Fd o |

TSI W 9 gl areld g 1iie
PR IS 3Tl AEHG Sl 2SHRC AIEq
3R wamfaa (assistant) HIYCX ?RﬂTg?fI il
IR | el BRI @ | 9e H BIR
M TG NG I ST &
TR R # AT T H <RIA gY |
JMIBT AT W AT 1. I8 ISR
3R UTH ATH o, BN dTel| dRAId d8a]
TG | DI | AT BH &M I8 Hed o 6
Il HIgHT Ieiferaa™ @ Ragad o™
@ 3R I PR PRI, IMUAT YA A
BT | 9l SRIGR &I TR% FIRT P
FEd I P g Wl 98 ddelH SaTS 7, A
BT g4 | SFATERI 9§ BT 84
gl BT EhdId BAR Foleld 91 H dTog
g8, TR W1 AR HTS IRT ATd 37ell ff IR
o

SRATSTT gaTT |

AT 1346 2. H ISIYR § FYISAT AR
Apea AT & BRil WR 3udl  Adre
S ATET gl FAF Dl 9T GIRT 918 &
T 83T | I8 Ueh TIRE T dlc] fdars o1 | S
TR 3MIDT IH 12 AT 3R FIRT a5 DI 35
9o aTar oY | f57F (1357 fR.) ATl o9 &=« H
qHYAUS gU I 9Idl ffesrs &1 7, IRE
3119 ©R 9T YaT 31T foTRTepT =18 gRith Xl
T |

3maas <fiF 9 3R IR dfear Uer g8 | 9 H

MU IR ool 98T 3R T &1 P | MUD
aifele 9T8d ®US & §s AURNT o 3R
AT (40) AT Tb GAYRT BT ARSI A
Tacell Y (AT dHIRT UgT8) iR 3% AR
BT 3rel A1 USRI | SEagR H B8R ATd
S3RIGTE] (HII8E) TR FRATT W A AT
98 AR HAENiE ol ¥ & IR BTR |
Ao @iol ¥R S & A9R WR ATl &I

g, [HIE, @™, R dfear Rk,
HDIT, BN G 3R THRAT 2 |

|9 1360 f2. H b Torgeld X9 BT B
MR 9 9 31T &I I 20 AT oAl | JgH
T 1 I &1 Tl SR BT 719 981 B
TSI AHAT T 3R T Wl dl
TRE FBl dred Y& DI | T faT Ford 4
3MMY 3R We—Fs IWITRI Pl AT S DI

Personality

oR1ET ot fihR ferRRad oxietr &1 et a=ma |
U1l B IR IUSS B A B IR IEH T8
A @ERl IR Tl B W gHIIE
AT U Foolle gA- WIEd 3R 3D
|l 4 AISTar SRR ST T JTaTd
HRATIT ST AT AR ToIT |
MR S HioraE, -0 'lfeA iR
gl Ig Tl 951ed Tal B TP |
T H diel I & AR HAT FaTT dTef]
I8 geTraiT | TRT AgHS 3fell Al 81RO §d
IAD! 3R TAD AR DI Td HEHRI
TAT| I§ & MR HIT B IS Bl
YHIAT | 30 ATl TH I STGl BT T
®T PR Tl W& AR 1390 8. & 97
TE dRifeedl | 9 dRed S W
TE—TRE B oA oy |
MY RS |9 1392 H SIFHAT Bl 3ratfdar
PEPR ISIPR TRB o Y T8l 3
F% Fedl Bl Aoledl axd QAT deAT W
B P BT IWT IR b d qI& U
TENE PR 100 § SITGT fharai &I gemard
DT | AT THABIT H BB " BITH—UTD DI
ggell  dBUR’,  SWIgd  ddid 9
EDHIDhd ', "ITSHA STAM" BT A8 ORI
H OROH1, HYId & IfEdM’, e g
AT & TEHH AR T B |
nféhe T8I :
ST HEwE 3R, dl.

o ¢ c
3l deos dlgll ulcdl

: Yo & ford

glifdd YR
T[T IR dABIR WARIE], SSIYR

Beat Wisheo For Redesining
All World Bohra Journal

Sanwa Enterprises

Udaipur

Deals in :

Modular Kitchen, Chimni, Hardware & Machine

Letter to the Editor :

3TY I TR AR AR G ATMTE R V2 | Aferbad 200 el A fored |

We invite you to write to us with your views and opinion on any issue. Your letters should not be more than 200 words.

Addressed to: The Editor, All World Bohra Journal, 73, Dr. Zakir Hussain Marg Udaipur 313001




Bl Local News

Class I

Fatima Panwala
Abbas Tailor

Majida Jawriyawala
Fatima Sabunwala
Aabida Kankroliwala
Ibtesama
Saeed-ul-Khair
Danish Ahmed Mehmuda
Kaneez Fatima
Ali Mazhar Lugmani
Rizwana Kadar
Asad Ali R.V.

Class II
Sarvar-E-Abbas
Sajid Rajnagarwala
Irfan Hitawala
Asim Ali D.M.
Afroz Kholiyawala
Owais Sanwari
Raashida Attari
Rifat Sabunwala
Nabila Attari

Class III

Ali Asgar Gurawala
Ziya Nath

Gulnaz Rasiya

Mehdi R.V.

Ibtisam Hussain

Ali Hussain Waghpurawala
Naeem Zaki R.V.
Mazhar Ali Patwala
Hussain Gumani
Mustafa Waghpurawala
Akhyar Kathawala
Fatima Alamshah
Waheeda K.R. Wala
Hasnain Paliwala
Fauzan

Aitaz Hussain

Class IV

Ahgwaf Ognawala
Rizwan Ali Hitawala
Malak Ahmed

Faiz Fateh

Riyaz Kagzi

Adnan Nath

Saba Nath

Ali Hasnain Bohra
Saliha Bohra

Abul Fazal Lugmani
Saima Fateh

Tahir Ali

Adil Ali Modi

Azhar Ali Khakherwala
Aamir Gumani

Class V

Altaf Lugmani

Naazish

Ali Abbas Magar
Hasabiya Khakherwala
Nida Sabeel wala

Ahad Sanwari

Meraj Ahmed

Danish Sabunwala

97.09
96.00
95.25
94.70
94.10
93.69
92.50
92.20
92.00
90.80
90.45
90.35

98.10
97.63
95.25
94.91
94.33
93.66
91.36
90.16
90.00

99.15
98.76
97.80
96.53
96.08
95.92
95.42
95.00
93.08
92.91
91.75
91.33
91.18
91.08
90.99
90.17

96.83
95.25
94.16
93.75
93.58
93.41
93.18
93.00
92.74
91.76
91.68
90.83
90.50
90.39
90.00

97.50
95.71
93.50
92.14
92.14
91.40
91.27
90.36

Class VI
Mugztabi Sultan
Arifa Sabilwala
Arsh Fateh

Class VII

Sarwar Hussain
Alisha Tobwala
Abbas Ali Cyclewala

Class VIII
Mehlka

Farhat Abbas R.V.
Fatima Nath

Class IX
Faisal Ali
Hussain Saleha
Saba Kathawala

Class X

Hina Fatima
Nazima Palanawala
Nabila R.G.

Class XI (Science)
Hina Fatima
Nabila R.G.

Class XI (Commerce)

Rafika
Atiya Sanwari
Nazeen Gilonwala

Class XII (Science)
Ali Hussain Kadar

Ali Mazhar Modi
Benazeer Hitawala

Class XII (Commerce)

Zenab Gurawala
Fatima Kholiyawala
Ali Mazhar Bohra

B.Sc
Shaheen Amar Haiderji

B.Com.

Quresh Gohria
Sabir Ali

Abida Dehlvi
Mubina Attari
Fatima Modi
Mohsina Hitawala

B.B.M

Arifa Ognawala

M.Sc

Yasmeen Tailor
Benazir Okasa
Sakina Tidi

M.Com

Kaneez Fatima M.G.
Arifa Attari

Asrar Ahmed D.M.
Farkhruddin Mahuwala
Zeenat Nawania
Fatima Banu Hakim
Naseem Sehar

M.A

Almas Jaipuri
M.B.A

Asrar Ahmed D.M.
Siddiga Kathawala
Farhat Itarsi
Tamseel Sanwari

96.27
93.14
93.11

94.11
92.91
92.28

95.83
95.72
94.20

96.22
95.33
94.80

89.60
86.61
85.60

86.93
86.70

90.00
67.92
64.84

91.00
88.80
88.20

90.00
89.20
82.28

62.44

69.71
69.33
69.14
65.80
61.00
60.85

62.61

81.50
66.80
63.83

71.10
70.90
67.00
62.90
62.80
62.55
62.00

62.66

78.62
70.46
69.96
62.64
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B.D.S
Farhat Saify
B.E
Shaheena Lokhandwala 77.53
Shaheen Bohra 76.27
Lookman Ali R.V. 70.46
Shabana Bagwala 69.93
Tabassum Attari 69.90
Tokeer Hussain Habib 68.04
Nahid Peepawala 61.80
Irshad Hussain Jaipuri
Shabnam A.T.
Asrar Taj
C.A
Fatima Banu Hakim I.C.AI
Mohd Anees Paliwala I.C.AI
Sarfaraz Hussain Habib I.C.AI
Ph.D
Mehtab Attari Ph.D
Farhat Habib Ph.D
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KB Muslim Women

Muslim girl in World Records

Alia Sabur, 19, was a few months
ago, announcedyoungest full-time
college professor in history by the
Guinness Book of World Records.

Alia has had an illustrious childhood.
She is a child prodigy from Northport.
She enrolled at Stony Brook
University in America at age 10 and
played clarinet with the Rockland
Symphony Orchestra at 11. When
this New York child genius was 14
she earned her bachelor's degree.
Sabur was 18 when she was as a
professor in the Department of
Advanced Technology Fusion at
Konkuk University, in Seoul of ROK.

Before this, Alia was teaching math
and physics courses at Southern
University in New Orleans.

Girls break shackles

In a good sign of breaking shackles,
about a dozen Muslim girls have
joined a nursing course offered by a
local charitable trust Anjuman
Khairul Islam in Mumbai. This they
did despite opposition from some
quarters. The trust was asked to stop
the course but its students and their
parents supported the program. The
girls had to survive severe pressure.
Almost all of these students are from
impoverished families. Some are
from an orphanage in Mumbra, a
Muslim ghetto.

Young Kashmiri women into
career building

Two decades of armed conflict have
left a distinct mark on the social and
cultural fabric of Kashmir. One of the
major changes witnessed widely is a
preference for career building to
family life growing among young
girls. Young Kashmiri women now
want a bigger role in society and for
this proper, rather higher, education
is compulsory.

"Among the 30,000 students who
appeared in tests for admissions to
different technical and professional
courses last year, over 16,000 were
women. This phenomenon, says
Nahida Yousuf, a student of
sociology, is because of the high
divorce rate and post-marital conflict
in Kashmir.

"A woman wants to be self-reliant
after marriage. This is possible only if

she has a permanent job, and jobs
are available only to highly educated
people, and as a result, many women
are going in for higher education to
qualify for jobs.

" Hundreds of young women in their
late 20s and mid-30s can be seen
pursuing higher studies in
professional colleges, universities in
and outside Kashmir, says Nahida.
To give higher education to their
daughters is a priority for parents as
well.
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Many complain that they could not
find match for their daughters who do
not work. Lassa Kak - a middleman
who arranges marriages - says few
men are ready to marry a non-
working woman.

Irish peace prize for Benazir
Bhutto

Slain Pakistani leader Benazir
Bhutto was awarded Ireland’s 2007
Tipperary Peace Prize for her
‘courageous’ work to promote
democracy and reconciliation in her
trouble-torn country. Bhutto, 'fought
all her battles through dialogue and
political debate and was an example
to all those who do not use or
surrender to terrorism,” said Martin
Quinn, spokesman of the Tipperary
Peace Convention. "Her selection as
Peace Prize recipient should act as
an inspiration to those in Pakistan
who seek to secure democracy

and reconciliation for their country."
The Tipperary Peace Convention
said the accolade was to ’recognise
the very difficult path towards peace

and democracy in Pakistan and the
ultimate sacrifice made by Bhutto in
her campaign to put her country back
onthe road to democracy."

"Bhutto, a former two-time prime
Minister, was an incredibly brave and
courageous woman who had
returned from exile to her homeland
to lead her party in the forthcoming
elections. She knew the risks
involved in her return but she did so
because she felt that her country and
the Pakistani people needed her."
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ISLAM: MUSLIMS AND TERRORISM

Islam is being invariably associated with
terrorism both in media as well as in
political circles, especially in Western
countries. When they hear it being
condemned by Muslim theologians, it is
celebrated as something unusual. It is
strange irony of both misunderstanding
and motivated propaganda that if a small
band of Osama’s followers give call for
jihad, it is taken as authentic Islamic call
and if it is condemned by mainstream
Islamic theologians, it is accepted with
mixed feelings of celebration and
skepticism. The mainstream
condemnation of terrorism is somehow
not accepted with conviction.

When the Darul Ulum Deoband, a
leading Islamic seminary in Asia, held an
anti-terrorism conference the media
spotlighted it and number of articles and
editorials were written in mainstream
media. There was underlying skepticism
that how thousands of Ulamas and
imams could gather together in such
large numbers, to denounce terrorism. In
fact when media unceasingly targeted
Islam for terrorism, these Ulamas
thought it necessary to do so to convince
their non-Muslim friends that Islam does
not stand for terrorism.

Infactit was hardly necessary todo so as
all Muslim theologians know fully well
that there is no link, whatsoever,
between Islam and terrorism but due to

There are in all 41
verses in Qurdan on
jihad and not a single
verse uses it for war or
violence.

such continuing attacks, Muslim
theologians had to issue a declaration
condemning terrorism. Let it be noted
that not only Osama bin Laden but not a
single leading member of Al-Qaida is a
qualified theologian. They are all modern
educated youth or politicians. Among
Taliban too, there is no theologian of any
credible standing. Some of them may be
product of madrasas in North West
Frontier province of Pakistan but they
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never went for higher Islamic studies.
They never got beyond preliminary
Islamic education. It was their political
bosses who decided course of action
and formulated policies invoking jihad to
justify their acts of terrorism.

Never any major theologian ever justified
acts of terrorism. One of major Islamic
thinker and theologian from West Asia
issued any fatwa approving of terrorism
as jihad. Yusuf Qardawi, a well-known
theologian and highly respected by
orthodox Muslims, condemned terrorism
and suicide bombing killing of innocent
people. A conference of leading Muslim
scholars also condemned suicide
bombing as un-Islamic. Quréan is so
clear on the issue along with Hadith
literature that save on political grounds,
no one can approve of acts of terrorism.

There are in all 41 verses in Quraan on
jihad and not a single verse uses it for
war or violence. In early twentieth
century when terrorism, like today, was
not the issue, a noted scholar of Islam
Maulavi Chiragh Ali wrote a scholarly
book on jihad and showed that not even
once word jihad has been used for war or
violence in Quraan. ltis really a landmark
work for those who want to understand
meaning of jihad in Quraan.

The Prophet of Islam (PBUH) himself
never fought any war of aggression; he
fought battles only in defense. Most of
the battles Prophet (PBUH) fought was
in and around Madina where he had
migrated to, to escape severe
prosecution from his and Islam’s
enemies in Mecca. It is opponents of
Islam who attacked Madina and Prophet
fought back. He followed the injunction of
the Quraan. And fight in the way of Allah
those who fight against you but be not
aggressive. Surely Allah does not love
aggressors. (2:190)

This Quraanic verse is self-explanatory
and does not need any elaboration. How
the Prophet could have violated this
injunction from high on in his own
lifetime? The real problem is that one
fails to distinguish what is theological
and what is political. Many Muslims had
their own political interests and they
conveniently invoked doctrine of jihad for
their political project as Osama bin

By Asghar Ali Engineer

Laden has been doing in our own times.

The invocation of jihad for political
purposes is post-Quréaanic
development. The Prophet would have
never approved it. Those who kept away
from political struggle for power like
Sufis, gave jihad a very different
meaning. According to Sufis love and
peace is the basis of Islam and jihad is
spiritual struggle to control one’s desires.
In other words, real jihad is war against
one’s own desires, as it is selfish desires
which require human beings to resort to
violence.

In fact Sufis always kept themselves

According to Sufis love
and peace is the basis
of Islam and jihad is
spiritual struggle to
control one’s desires.

away from political power struggle and
believed in leading peaceful life and
emphasized doctrine of sulh-i-kul (total
peace and peace with all). Since they
never involved themselves in political
power struggle they led a simple life and
busied themselves in suppressing their
desires and tried to achieve what Quraan
calls nafs mutmadinnah (i.e. peaceful
and satisfied soul). This could be
possible only if one controlled one’s
desires.

It was Sufi Islam, which was most
popular among the masses, as Muslim
masses also had nothing to do with wars
for political domination. Sufis believed in
controlling themselves rather than
control others. One needs violence only
when one wants to control others, rather
than oneself. Since Sufis controlled
themselves they avoided violence and
politicians desire to control others and
hence justify use of violence.

To be continued in next issue

- Centre for Study of Society and
Secularism, Mumbai
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