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We invite you to write to us with your views and opinion on any issue. Your letters should not be more than 200 words.

Addressed to: The Editor, All World Bohra Journal, 73, Dr. Zakir Hussain Marg Udaipur 313001, E-mail : bohra.journal@hotmail.com
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K3 vusLIM WOMEN

A Muslim marriage in northern India officiated by
women has sparked an angry debate, with one of
the most influential Islamic seminaries in South
Asia calling it an affront to the religion.

Naish Hasan, the 28-year-old bride and a
women's rights activist, and Imran Ali, the 41-year-
old groom, were married recently in a ceremony
believed to be the first of its kind in India.

Muslim marriages are traditionally officiated by a
man, often a local community leader. The signing
of the wedding contract is witnessed by four
Muslim males, two each for the bride and groom.
But this marriage in the northern city of Lucknow
was presided over by a woman and all the

We celebrate womanhood at every turn and corner of our life. But it is not very
often that we acknowledge the role of Islam in the strength displayed by Muslim
women when dealing with all and sundry. Islam is a religion that empowers
women to live a life of dignity and this is evident in our reformist women who
have dared all in their march to freedom. Here are some examples of global
valor, courtesy Muslim Women's Newsletter.

Women-led Muslim wedding
sparks debate in India

witnesses were female. The only man involved in
the wedding was Ali.
Women's rights activists have greeted the
marriage as a symbolic step forward for Muslim
women, but the ceremony sparked a firestorm of
criticism from conservative Islamic institutions,
especially the Dar-ul-Uloom seminary in northern
India
An official at Dar-ul-Uloom, Ahmad Khizar Shah
Masudi, called the marriage a “cruel joke on
(Islamic) laws”. Another Muslim group, the
Lucknow Idgah Committee, has said the marriage
isinvalid under Islamic law.
Hasan, the bride, works for Bharatiya Muslim
Mahila Aandolan, or the Indian Muslim Women's
Movement, a rights group that seeks a greater role
forwomen in Indian Muslim society.
Hasan brushed off the criticism. “I do not care.
Islam says there cannot be anyone between Allah
and his disciple. How come these clergymen are
interfering in our matter?” she said.
In 2005, a group of Muslim women set up the All
India Muslim Women Personal Law Board, saying
the All India Muslim Personal Law Board wasn't
doing enough to protect women's rights.
Earlier this year, the group's leader, Shaista
Amber, led a group of women in prayer at a major
mosque in Lucknow, breaking with tradition, which
does not allow men and women to pray together.
Courtesy: AP

Fashion show for veiled women
in Saudi Arabia

Inwhat must be perhaps the
first of its kind in the fashion
world, three young Saudi
girls organised a fashion
show solely focused on
veiled women.
Luma Al-Ghalib, Hida Al-
Harthi and Lujain Al-Mu'allami

organised the show in Jeddah on September 18 to
demonstrate the greatness of Islam and “to erase
the stereotyped image about Saudi women and
young girls in particular”, the Saudi Gazette
newspaper reported.
The idea for the show came after the three
participated in a summer camp in Switzerland last
year. Girls of other nationalities asked them about
their simple and decent dresses. The three Saudi
girls then explained to participants in the camp
what the veil or Hijab meant for Muslim women and
how they wore it.

On returning home, they shared their experience
with friends and the whole thing started to take
shape. With friends and relatives encouraging
them, they started making veils with different head
cover designs. They then started selling these to
retail shops.

“To our surprise shop owners called us ordering
more head covers and caps,” Luma, 19, was
quoted as saying. “Thus, the idea of organizing a
show emerged,” she said.

Courtesy: Indo-Asian News Service

Manipur Muslim girls form union

The Manipur Muslim girl students have formed,
perhaps first time in the history of the state, a
union to wage a war on two fronts - to change
Muslim society's approach on higher education
for Muslim girls and to demand state government
reservation for Muslim women.
More than a hundred Muslim girls — from Class XI
to graduation level — gathered in the state capital
city recently to form the All Manipur Muslim Girl
Students' Union — the first-ever union formed by
Muslim girls in Manipur, says a report in The
Telegraph.
This is the first move from Muslim women towards
asserting their rights in matters of education and
government jobs. There are about 2 lakh Muslims
inthe state.
“Girls are still discriminated against when it comes
to higher education. Their families and community
discourage them though there is no restriction as
such to a girl going for higher education,” said
M.R. Choudhary, a BSc final year student of D.M.
College of Science. Choudhary was instrumental
in forming the union.
Seeking reservation for Muslim women in
government jobs will be on top of their agenda.
Courtesy: Mudassir Rizwan
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Iranian researcher wins
Quality Gold Medal
= .

The MMG gold medal, which is the highest
international quality medal for 2008, has been given
by Walter Herd Foundation to Mahshid
Yazdanpanah from Iran during the 14th
international conference of Asia-Pacific Quality
Organization and the ninth international conference
of quality managers.
The medal was awarded on August 24, 2008. This
is the first time Iran wins an international quality
award.
Strategic design of Asia-Pacific Quality
Organization is one of the activities of
Yazdanpanah who has also been active in such
fields as research, writing, and translation and has
her own style in research projects. An interesting
point about the medal is that, thus far, only three
people in the world have managed to obtain it and
that activities of every researcher from any
nationality should be focused on production of
science in Asia and the Pacific.
Yazdanpanah is currently managing director of
Quality Engineering Institute and senior advisor to
strategic managers in a number of technical and
engineering companies including GC, EPC, and
MC as well as urban development consultant
engineers.

Courtesy: Iranian.ws

New Sharia law In UK
gives women rights

Hailed as the biggest change in Sharia
law in Britain for 100 years, a married
! Muslim couple will now have equal
1 rights. A husband will have to waive his
"“:'ﬁ right to polygamy, allowed under Islamic
law, in the new contract which has been
described as "revolutionary".
Currently Muslims in Britain have an Islamic
ceremony called a nikah (a non-register office
marriage) which, although it is guaranteed under
Sharia law, is not legally binding and does not
provide a woman with written proof of the marriage
and of the terms and conditions agreed between the
spouses.
Dr Ghayasuddin Siddiqui, director of the Muslim
Institute and one of the authors of the contract, told
The Daily Telegraph: "The document is a challenge
to various sharia councils who don't believe in
gender equality but the world has changed and
Islamic law has to be renegotiated."”
The new Muslim marriage contract does not require
a 'marriage guardian' (wails) for the bride, and also
makes delegation of the right of divorce to the wife
(talag-i-tafweeed) automatic. This right does not
affect the husband's right of talaq but enables the
wife to initiate divorce and retain all her financial
rights agreed in the marriage contract. These
provisions reflect a recognition of changes in the
Muslim world, including women's greater public
roles, educational achievements and financial
autonomy.
Drawn up by the Muslim Institute, the contract has
taken four years to negotiate and create. It is
supported by leading Muslim organisations
including the Imams & Mosques Council (UK),
Muslim Council of Britain, The Muslim Law
(Shariah) Council UK, Utrujj Foundation, and The
Muslim Parliament of Great Britain.

Courtesy: Urmee Khan, Telegraph, UK
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TERRORISM — HOW NOT TO COMBAT IT

Terrorism today is engaging attention of the whole
world though we are more concerned with
terrorism in our own country. There is hardly any
country, which is not affected by terrorism today
though reasons are widely different. In many
countries terrorism is fired by separatist fire. Many
regions were included in colonized countries by
imperial powers to suit their own convenience least
knowing that increased awareness and
democratic movements in future would ignite
separatist movement and when their aspirations
forautonomy orindependence are denied violence
would be used.

Basque in Spain, South Ireland, North and North
East in Sri Lanka, Kashmir, Nagaland and Assam,
Tripura and Manipur in India and in several other
regions in other countries separatist violence
would break out claiming large number of lives and
destruction of properties. What colonial powers did
for their convenience in nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries, present generations are
paying price for the same.

Add to this list the sins committed by American
imperialists in 20th and 21st century to satisfy their
lust for raw materials and oil in the Third World
countries and Middle East and we know the
violence it has resulted in and the price thousands
of innocent people are paying for it. The powerful
media, however, sees Islam as the root of violence
and ascribes genesis of terrorism to Islam. What
an easy way out of one's own guilt!

The remedy for this terrorist violence is also
simple. Declare war against terrorism, do away
with concept of humans rights, find some puppets
to fight its war against terror, put some suspected
youth in jails and torture them till they die or go mad
and feel safe from further terrorist attacks. Who
commits sins and who pays? What do authorities
care? They care only for their lust for power and
money.

A survey was done recently by an international
agency WorldPublicOpinion.org of several
countries to find out how many people support
torture as an effective method to combat terrorism.
The survey was to gauge how many people
support abolition of torture by the state as it is
totally against human rights and human dignity.
Largest number of Indians, though not surprisingly,
supported retaining of torture to 'save innocent
lives. 59% Indians said torture is necessary to
combatterrorism.

People of 14 countries favour abolition of torture,
even in the case of terrorists who have information
that could save lives of innocent people. But four
nations, including India, lean towards favouring an
exception in the case of terrorists, according to the
WorldPublicOpinion.org poll of 19,063
respondents, released ahead of 'International
Victims of Torture Day' recently.

Majorities in India (59%), Nigeria (54%), and
Turkey (51%), and a plurality in Thailand (44%)
want exception for terrorists. Among all nations
polled in both 2006 and 2008, India also has the
largest increase in support of making exception for
torture in the case of terrorism — 32% two years ago
to 59% now. But it is also to be noted that the
number of those who believe torture should be
totally abolished also has risen in India from 23% in
2006 to 28% in 2008. But large majorities in all 19
nations favour a general prohibition against
torture.

On average across all nations polled, 57% opt for

unequivocal rules against torture. Thirty five per
centfavour an exception when innocent lives are at
risk. Just 9% favour the government being able to
use torture in general.

It is also interesting to note that support for
unequivocal abolition of torture was highest in
Spain (82%), Great Britain (66%) and France
(66%), followed by Mexico (73%), China (66%),
Palestinian Territories (66%), Indonesia (61%) and
the Ukraine (59%). Here the question is why
support for torture is so high in case of terrorist
violence? Answer is not very difficult to find.

In India the Hindu right wing or Hindu communal
forces constantly propagates that terrorism can be
effectively fought only by implementing laws like
TADA or POTA and using torture as an effective
tool. Leaders like Bal Thackeray even said that the
Hindu youth should become human bomb and get
away with it as the government has no moral
courage to take any action.

The second reason is also connected with this. Itis
generally propagated by the media that it is Islam
which is responsible for terrorism, being a religion
of jihad. Whenever any bomb blast takes place the
police immediately come out with a theory that
HUJI and SIMI are involved, much before even any
investigation begins. The police gives such
statement because its mindset is also after all
product of general atmosphere in the country.

Add to this the fact that there has been general
atmosphere of Hindu-Muslim conflict for close to
one and a half century since the advent of British
imperialism and it is thought that all terrorists are
Muslims and they should be taught a fitting lesson.
Even otherwise in our country awareness of
human rights is very low and since British time
police have been nurtured on the philosophy of
torture as an effective way to make suspected
people confess to their crime.

Also our communal approach has been so
hardened that even if 'Ulama of Darul Ulum,
Deoband issues fatwa against terrorism and
constantly campaign against terrorism through
huge rallies and Bal Thackeray publicly states that
the Hindu youth should become human bombs,
still only Muslim youth will remain suspect in every
bomb blast case and would be tortured.

The communal approach has been so hardened
that in a TV discussion after two bomb blasts in
Navi Mumbai and Thane by activists of Sanatan
Sangathan when the moderator asked if this
organization should be banned like SIMI, most of
the participants said no as in their view no Hindu
organization can be anti-national like SIMI.

What is more unfortunate that leaders of secular
parties for fear of alienating public opinion do not
challenge communal forces effectively and let
menace of communal polarization grow in the
country. After Bal Thackeray's statement not a
single leader of any political party countered him,
let alone demand his arrest. Their only concern is
votes, not secularisation of the country.

As USA has miserably failed in solving the problem
of terrorism by using torture; and ruining lives of
hundreds of innocent people in Gantanamo Bay
India, and for that matter any other country, can
also not succeed in solving this problem simply
through torture. It is a political problem and has to
be solved politically. Political policies, not the
jackboots, can solve such problems.

All the experts on terrorism have opined that USA
has miserably failed in tackling the problem of

- By Asghar Ali Engineer
terror and its so-called war on terror has
succeeded only in increasing terrorist attacks in
Afghanistan, Iraq and other places. Its arresting
innocent Muslim youth and inhumanly torturing
them in prisons has miserably failed. USA is least
prepared to find a political solution as its lust for
power and oil resources in Middle East is insatiable
and it desperately needs support of Israel in that
region and hence does not want to alienate it by
solving Palestinian problem through lasting peace.
In India too terrorist problem is linked up with so
many problems and it would be utter
shortsightedness to think that it is due only to Islam
and Muslims and allows utter police inefficiency to
get away by blaming HUJI and SIMI and keep on
torturing innocent Muslim youth. Sooner the
Government of India understands this the better it
is for the country. Otherwise terrorist incidents
would keep recurring and innocent people keep
dying and some innocent Muslim youth would
continue to suffer without the problem being
solved.

In no blast so far the police has succeeded in
nabbing real culprits who have escaped
conveniently. After Hyderabad twin blasts police as
usual arrested poor Muslims, mostly rickshaw
pullers or vegetable vendors and so on, and
mercilessly tortured them. They were all innocent
and after public campaign half of them had to be
released on bail and some are still inside jail
continuing to suffer. Police generally chooses poor
and voiceless youth as they carry no clout and can
be easily made scapegoat.

After Jaipur blast too a few poor Muslim youth and
imams were rounded up, tortured and released.
How long will this go on? The real culprits easily
escape and have the last laugh. The
communalised police with such short-sighted
approach would succeed only by aggravating the
problem. | am of the firm opinion that torture has no
place in democratic India with respect for human
rights.

Torture, at best, helps corrupt and communal and
inefficient police officers only who do not collect
solid evidence painstakingly. Their inefficiency and
communal outlook become powerful block. An
efficient and honest police officer would confront
the suspect person with such evidence that he
would not be able to deny. Our judiciary is also
partly responsible for allowing the police to torture
the accused in their custody. In a seminar on State,
Society and Terrorism held in Jaipur on June 22, a
retired Session Judge Mr. Bajwa even talked of
‘judicial terrorism', which caused furore among
the participants.

Let us hope the authorities would realise these
problems soon and try to evolve a sound policy to
combat terrorism though as complex an approach
as the complex problem terrorismis.

- Centre for Study of Society and

Secularism Mumbai

E-mail: csss@mtnl.net.in

Leaders like Bal Thackeray

said the Hindu youth should become human bomb
and get away with it as the government has no
moral courage to

take any action.

Police generally chooses poor and voiceless youth
as they carry no clout and can be easily made
scapegoat.
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