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We invite you to write to us with your views and opinion on any issue. Your letters should not be more than 200 words.

Addressed to: The Editor, All World Bohra Journal, 73, Dr. Zakir Hussain Marg Udaipur 313001, E-mail : bohra.journal@hotmail.com
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Expert Speak

Every month we shall bring you a regular column on
management studies by a management expert in the hope
that it benefits our young readers.

Marketing
Innovation - Part 1

Strategies for creating
awareness

The micro-management of socio-economic reforms is a
stupendous task. National economies are undergoing
rapid and often wrenching transformation. Two forces
underline the dramatic changes. One is globalization, the
explosive growth of global trade and international
competition. Another one is technological change.

This decade has witnessed remarkable advances in the
availability of information and the speed of communication.
There is endless outpouring of new products. They open
up new opportunities as well as create threats. Today's
markets are changing at incredible pace. We are
witnessing a power shift from manufactures to giant
retailers. Retailing these days is like showbiz. The fashion
stores across the city appear unwittingly involved in keen
competition to establish their primacy. There is a sea
change reflected in the dreaming, styles, habits and
attitudes of people at large.

Exposure to Western culture has made an impact on the
lifestyles and fashion trends. In this regard the satellite
channels have played a key role. The ambitious buyeris on
a continual quest to discover new, stimulating brands and
unfamiliar collections. To cater to the inner increasing
demands there is mushrooming of retail stores.

The topic assumes importance as it attempts to highlight
the changing market scenario. It also suggests a suitable
framework for targeting and planning the unprecedented
purchasing problems related to lack of consumer
awareness and another fold of laying down strategies for
success in retail purchasing.

Suggestions

Innovative Strategies

What shoppers should be doing to remain aware and
sustain theirimage and personality.

The following strategies are suggested:

1. The Situation Analysis Strategy
Every consumer has to draw up a situation analysis, which
probes the product and its scope. This will entail studying
who and what comprises the market and in what way does
the product appeal. A SWOT analysis (strengths,
weaknesses, opportunities and threats) has to be
realistically compiled to serve as a guideline, especially for
an industry such as garments where empirical evidence is
found lacking and a rash of brands have developed on its
anatomy.
2. Marketing Objectives Strategy
Financial objectives which determine the long-term return
on investment have to be viewed. They should clearly
define the type of purchase, i.e. casual clothing, party-wear
dresses, woolen clothes etc., and the number of pieces to
be purchased at a pre-determined unit price through
awareness exercises, if necessary with some test
marketing.
3. Market Search Strategy
The aspect of determining the market in a disorganised
market like ours takes some doing. In a country like ours,
which is diverse in culture and languages and which
comprises just 5% educated population, financially better
endowed shoppers must take some time off to study the
size of the market, retailer's perceptions and selling
behaviour. Understanding the retailers is therefore very
essential and sustained dialogues with them can only
resultin assessing true market potential.
- Dr Kaneez Fatima Sadriwala
Professor-cum-Director,
Aravali Institute of Management Studies,
email: moizkaneez@yahoo.com
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We celebrate womanhood at every turn and corner of our life. But it is not very often that we acknowledge the role of Islam
in the strength displayed by Muslim women when dealing with all and sundry. Islam is a religion that empowers women to
live a life of dignity and this is evident in our reformist women who have dared all in their march to freedom. Here are some
examples of global valor, courtesy Muslim Women's Newsletter.

Oman women get equal
rights to own land

In a significant move towards ensuring gender equality
for women, Oman has amended its land law to give
women equal rights as men to own residential plots.
Shaikh Saif bin Mohammed Al Shabibi, the country's
housing minister, said the recent Royal decree
amending the government land entitlement system was
part of measures to revise the land law to cope with the
housing development services being provided to the
citizens.

“The recent amendment to the Land Law assures the
Omani woman the right to own residential plot as in the
case of man without any discrimination. This has been a
clear indication to the role played by the woman as
partner in the development process and her effective
contribution to the construction sector,” Shaikh Saif was
quoted as saying..

"As per the amendment to the Government Land
Entitlement Law, priority will be given to those who have
not got a government plot or who do not own land at the
time of submitting the application, whether by purchase,
inheritance or grants," he said. -PTI

Muslim women's
organizations

Debatable issues

® Model nikahnama would have mattered
had it banned triple talaq

A mosque exclusively for women in Shillong

Women in the north-eastern region of India enjoy
greater mobility. 'Purdah’ and caste system is not so
prevalent here. Women's participation in economic
activities is quite high and the Asia's largest women's
markets 'Ima market' ('Ima Keithel' or Mother's Market)
is situated in Imphal, Manipur. All these factors have
definitely left a positive impact in the life of Muslim
women of this region. But patriarchal notions
predominates all the liberal values and have restricted
women's mobility even in this part of India

Like rest of India, women's access to public religious
places like masijids is restricted by the Muslim society of
North East India. Women offering prayer five times a day
in mosques is a taboo in almost all societies in India. Itis
often preached that women world is inside the four
corner of the house of her husband and she should be
happy with the 'household' work only

The establishment of a masjid exclusively for women
in Shillong, Meghalaya is an answer to all these
stereotyping tactics against women. The Masjid was
inaugurated on August 29, 2008, and about 150 women
took part in prayer on the very first day. 'It's a gift to our
mother and sisters for the Ramadan', said Sayedullah
Nongrum, MLA and Secretary of the Shillong Muslim
Union since 1982. Shillong Muslim union established in
1905 took the initiative in establishing a masjid that had
facility forwomen as well.

Justifying women's access to the masjid, Nongrum
said, 'l have seen Muslim women offering prayers with
great difficulty in absence of space and privacy
especially while at work or when she is out of the home.
Many times | offered my office room to use for offering
prayers. If our women can go to market which is
considered to be the worst place for a Muslim women
under the Sharia, we the menfolk are not objecting to it
then why not women going to a masjid and offer prayer
there? Why the fanatics are objectingto it?*

The opening of this masjid in Shillong is a step toward
gender equality. If such initiatives are taken in every field
and create space for women; Muslim women in this
region too can contribute to their community and society.

- Anju Azad

were held recently.

listen," Mehbooba said.

98-year-old votes for change

A 98-year-old woman, confident that her vote will help usher in change, stood in queue at a polling station in
Handwara constituency in the third phase of assembly elections in Jammu and Kashmir when the J&K elections

"There are many problems like unemployment, bad roads and poor electricity. | am voting for someone who will
change things. | am confident my vote will make a difference," said Fazi, who waited patiently for her turn to vote at
the Machipora polling station although she could barely stand.

Her daughter-in-law Mehbooba said the family had difficulty in persuading the elderly woman not to come out in
the winter chill. "She insisted she must vote. We wanted her to wait till the weather warmed up, but she wouldn't

prefer

® On arbitration, Muslim women should
be allowed to go to court

siyahnama to

of divorce

©® AIMPLB passive about women's rights

nikahnama

® Model nikahnama should be backed by
progressive customs

Muslim women's organisations have

not rested their case on the model nikahnama that the
All-India Muslim Personal Law Board (AIMPLB) laid
down inApril last.

While the nikhanama was welcomed by some
organisations, albeit with some caution, some others
have maintained that they prefer the siyahnama,
followed since the Nizam's rule, and that the model
nikahnama does not go far enough to deliver on
women'srights.

Director of Shaheen, Muslim Women's Resource and
Welfare Association, Jameela Nishat, says the model
nikahnama would have made a difference had it clearly
banned triple talag. Regarding the nikahnama's
instructions on arbitration, that domestic disputes
should be settled by elders or else by the Darul Qaza,

she said that the idea of a parallel justice system was
unacceptable and that Muslim women should be
allowed to go to court over domestic disputes.

While the AIMPLB has furnished guidelines for
conduct of married couples, itis passive about women's
rights of divorce, she said. Under the model nikahnama,
the system of “khula' continues to prevail, whereby the
woman cannot divorce her husband without his consent,
but the man can divorce his wife even if she is unwilling.

Nishat cited the example of a pregnant woman,
Najma, who was divorced by her husband who signed
the papers in the Darul Qaza. She was not informed
about it either by her husband or by the Darul Qaza and
came to know after she had given birth to her baby.

- Tarangini Sriraman

Muslim woman
exposes temple fraud

A Muslim woman has brought out alleged
misappropriation of Rs1.3 crore in a temple fund using
the right to information (RTI) Act, resulting in the
suspension of an official and initiation of a probe by state
police.

Nargis Bahar, 42, an RTI activist at Kakatpur village,
was approached by locals with complaints of alleged
corrupt practices by an official of the Maa Mangala
temple. “They had mismanaged and misappropriated
trust properties and temple money,” Bahar said.

The temple in Puri district attracts lakhs of devotees
from all over the world. Situated 50 km from the temple
city of Puri, it is visited by the priests of the Jagannath
temple during the Navakalebara festival.

The audit report received in reply to Bahar's RTI
application revealed that about Rs1.3 crore were not
accounted for by the temple officials.
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SECULAR PERSPECTIVE

And They Struck Again!

This article was written before the 26/11 Mumbai
blast

The terrorists struck again and this time in Delhi at
the time and place of their choosing — on
September 13 evening when maximum number of
people were out shopping. And, as usual, before
investigations began the police concluded it
showed SIMI pattern and hence SIMI was
involved. And they also declared that the Mumbai
based Taugqir, the tech-savy bomber who is at
large, is behind it.

After every bomb explosion and killing of tens of
innocent people, our police claims they have got at
the mastermind and, until the next explosion, they
pat themselves on the back that all masterminds
have been rounded up. They are equipped with
their confessional statements and names of all
those involved and details of conspiracy and the
people of India heave a sigh of relief that now no
one will rain death onthem.

And they strike again! Again the police pull
names of other masterminds out of nothing and the
search begins. The real culprits are still at large
and let alone any mastermind, even other lesser
beings involved in the operation are not arrested.
Those arrested are mostly innocent people whom
police tortured brutally and obtained confession
written by police themselves.

There are two reasons for this gross failure on
the part of the police. Firstly, they target youth from
one community and do not think on other lines at all
despite many obvious indicators and repeated
attempts to draw their attention to these by human
rights activists and others. Secondly, they are
under pressure from ruling political bosses to solve
these cases and from opposition politicians to
target one community.

The ability of SIMI to organize these bombings
without being detected has been blown out of all
proportions. The Government was shocked out of
its senses when the tribunal judge of Delhi High
Court refused to extend the ban for lack of any
concrete evidence. It rushed to the Supreme Court
to get the ban extended and got stay order until
October. In Supreme Court too it would be far from
easy to get the ban extended. There is nothing
concrete on record to convince the highest court to
agree to continue the ban on SIMI.

The UPA Government is being misled by the
intelligence agencies and also itis afraid of the BJP
that if SIMI is not banned it will launch high-pitch
propaganda and thus, it will lose Hindu votes.
Unfortunately, our politics is based entirely on
caste and communal considerations and all parties
flagrantly violate all constitutional principles. The
UPA Government professes to be secular but in
fact, bases all its policy decisions on how BJP will
react to them. One aggressive statement from BJP
and UPA Government readily changes its affidavits
in the highest court or readily changes its policy
directions. It has lost political courage to take on
communal forces and fight them politically.

For the BJP the universal solution for tackling
terror is enactment of POTA so that more innocent
Muslim youth can be arrested and tortured. It
evades reply when confronted with the question
that so many terror attacks, including one on
Parliament, took place when it was in power and
POTAwas very much in force!

The UPA Government has no courage to get its
police honestly and objectively to investigate the
terror attacks so as to lay hands on the actual
culprits. The SIMI office bearer denies its
involvement in violent activites. When it was
banned first in 2001, Shahid Badar, the
organization's president, stated on oath before the
tribunal, which included the high court judge Geeta
Mittal (who refused to extend the ban), that “SIMI
has ceased to exist after the first ban”. “SIMI does
not endure any illegal or violent activities and has
issued strong press statements condemning illegal
and violent activities.”

SIMI even otherwise was an insignificant
organization before it was banned. Being an
extremist student organization, it was disowned by
Jamat-e-Islami whose front organization it was.
Thus it lost support of the Jamat which had set it up
and left to fend for itself.

There is no doubt it had militant views and talked
completely out of senses without understanding
India's social, political and religious reality. It had
no support among the Muslim masses or even the
intellectuals. It was banned after the Kanpur riots in
which it had played a role by putting up provocative
posters with a caption ‘"Mahmood Ghaznavi India is
waiting for you'. It was then immediately banned.
All responsible Muslim leaders and intellectuals
had condemned SIMI for doing so.

Thereafter, there was not much evidence of SIMI
being involved in violent activities and hence, even
Mulayam Singh Yadav had withdrawn cases in UP
when he was Chief Minister.

We suddenly hear of SIMI after these bomb
blasts began. By now the police have arrested all
its top leaders and when Safdar Nagori and others
were arrested from MP the police had claimed the
entire top leadership has been arrested and so all
terror attack cases, including the Mumbai train
blasts, will be solved. Nothing of the kind has
happened and Nagori and others are in police
custody.

Then Ahmedabad and Surat incidents happened
and several people were killed in Ahmedabad
though not a single bomb exploded in Surat. It is
really a mystery as to who planted these more than
20 bombs on trees, advertising boards, bridges
and so on. How so many bombs could be planted
without anyone noticing is a question that remains
unanswered still today.

It is obvious that someone is playing his hand
behind the scene and the police is unable to reach
the real culprit. After every bomb blast a meeting of
top police and intelligence officers from states and
centre is held and a declaration is made that
henceforward all agencies will coordinate and
prevent any further incident. Again it happens and
intelligence officers are caught napping.

Why is it happening again and again? How long
will the people of India lay down their lives just
because police and intelligence agencies are not
ready to do hard work and not ready to get rid of
their prejudices and biases.

The police have started playing the same game
after the Delhi blast, i.e. arresting innocent
Muslims under suspicion. One Abdur Rashid has
been arrested who runs Universal Knowledge
Trust and is working for spreading educational
awareness among Muslims and his social work is
well known. The Muslim Majlis-e-Mushawarat has
strongly protested against his arrest. Again one
does not know how many innocent Muslim youth
will face the police wrath.

I was a member of the jury in public hearing in
Hyderabad held from 22-24 August and we heard
several cases of such victimization of innocent
Muslims. After arresting all these victims the police
claimed it has solved the case and the
masterminds have been arrested but they had to
be released by the court as there was no evidence
except self confession (naturally obtained through
torture). That is why the Sangh Parivar wants to
enact POTA so that confession will become
admissible as evidence and they can show that
they have solved the cases.

Since POTA continued to be applied on those
who were arrested before it was withdrawn many
still continue to be in jail simply on the basis of their
confession. Some 100 persons were arrested after
the Godhra train incident, most of them poor and
voiceless, and are still in jail without any sign of
trial. In between, the POTA review committee even
opined that there is no evidence against those
arrested under POTA but the Modi Government
was not prepared to release them. They are not
being tried even after six years precisely because
there is no other evidence against them. It is
anybody's guess how long they will continue to
languishinjail.

The emails being sent moments before
explosion clearly show that some very intelligent
people are involved using the name of Indian
Mujahideen who are not only expert at hacking
others e-mail addresses but also have a grip over
Islamic history on one hand and Muslim situation in
India, on the other. It is not a work of any novice.
Their English also seem to be flawless. And mostly

- By Asghar Ali Engineer

those arrested under the label of SIMI so far are
definitely of this caliber. This itself gives lie to police
claims that they have arrested top leadership and
masterminds.

One cannot expect anything from the police in
the BJP-ruled states as it is part of BJP politics to
target Muslim youth because this feeds its Hindu
vote bank. But will the UPA at the Centre and the
Congress Governments in states reflect on these
hard facts and try to save the country? There is no
hope as of now. As pointed out above, the
Congress has lost the will to confront communal
forces and it cannot afford to displease them. It is
they who setthe agenda.

The civil society is fragmented and not strong
enough to put pressure on Government to rethink
its approach towards investigation of bomb blast
cases. And supposing SIMl is involved, as claimed
by police, is it not again police failure that it could
not keep watch on the activities of this organization
after it was banned? After all it is a small
organization and the Indian police is a mighty force
compared to that organization. It could have easily
infiltrated SIMI with its informers to paralyze its
functioning.

Also to organize such blasts SIMI needs vast
financial resources. Where is the money coming
from? If it is coming from other country (or
countries) intelligence sources have completely
failed to detect illegal transfer of money. This also
shows gross failure of our intelligence forces in
performing their duties and protecting lives of
innocent people of India. They need to be sacked
for their gross inefficiency.

| think some powerful sources and organizations
are behind all these terrorist activities and it
requires great ingeniousness, political will and
unbiased approach to solve this mystery.
Otherwise people of India will continue to suffer for
long time to come and the enemies of India and the
terrorists will have the last laugh. The police
investigation must change its direction, if they want
to succeed in curbing terror.

Also, the ultimate solution lies in winning over the
hearts and minds of the community rather than
alienating it through arbitrary arrests and
harassment of youth. Cooperation of the
community will greatly reduce the risk of terrorism
as ably argued by Julio Rebeiro, the former
Director General of Police, in his article in Times of
India on September 16. Will the ATS and
Government authorities listen?

- Centre for Study of Society and
Secularism Mumbai
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Letter to the Editor:

In response to *'bl fcnvr Is nwj jgks* |
would like to say a few things. When it
comes to fireworks, the Bohra Jamaat
may be right. It could get dangerous with
fireworks on the narrow streets of
Bohrawadi, low electric wires and too
many people walking around all at the
same time. But even that could be
handled if baratis are extremely careful
and a couple of adults are supervising
the kids.

About dancing in the barat and calling it
biddat does not make too much sense. |
am no Shariah expert to talk religiously
but socially and culturally dancing in
barat is no crime. We have always been
the liberal Muslims tolerating and
enjoying a lot of activities that are
considered biddat by the extreme Islam.
If we call dancing in the barat a biddat
then we should call vadana a biddat, we
should call music played by the
bandmaster a biddat and so on and so
forth.

So | think Jamaat should reevaluate
this ruling. Music, dance, fireworks are all
forms of celebration and Bohras should
be allowed to practice them.

— Saeeda Joher Quaisar, USA
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Mosque bans those who won't do maatam

A wealthy Bohri business family
from Wadala, Mumbai has been
barred from praying at the
community's Mazgaon Jamali
masjid because a family member
refused to follow a new diktat to
observe maatam after every single
namaaz.

The 3lyear old businessman, Z
Mamnoon, in his complaint to the
Byculla police, said he has been
praying at Jamali Masjid for the last
five years. "Of late, there has been
an introduction of maatam with
prayers, after all the compulsory
prayers, on a daily basis,
irrespective of the occasion. At
times, | do not do the same and

prefer to offer non-obligatory
prayers/recite the holy Quran
instead.”

On October 25, 2008 he was
pulled out of the congregation by a
member of the mosque committee
and warned of 'dire consequences'
if he visited the mosque again.

Saifuddin Dhuliawala, a member
of Jamali mosque said, “If he
(complainant) wants to pray at our
mosque, he will have to follow our
rules. We have not stopped him
from praying here. Maatam is
compulsory after every namaaz. If
he does not want to follow the rules
ofthe sect, he can pray elsewhere.”

- Mumbai Mirror (Times of India)

being invited for any function.

Boycotted for attending funeral!

The late Zulfigar Hussain saheb had helped many orthodox Bohras
even after his excommunication. For them he was their Messiah.
Therefore some of them attended his funeral in order to pay their last
tribute. But the Aurangabad Amil and Jamaat members came to know of
this and threatened them of ex-communication. Till know they are not

- Afsar Hussain
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Boycotted for

A case filed by Santa Cruz resident
Zoher Shaikh Sailawala (42)
against the Dawoodi Bohra Masjid
Trust (DBMT) in October last year
resulted in Sailawala's 15-member
family facing a social boycott. He
claims that community members
were asked by their leaders not to
socialise with the family, while
family members were denied entry
into the mosque and the children
were kicked out of the madrassa run
by the trust. The boycott continues,
even though Sailawala withdrew
the case in July this year. A DBMT
trustee claimed ignorance about
this.

Sailawala had moved court as the
Trust was allegedly transferring rent
receipts (which are a proof of
tenancy) of the shop, from where
the family operates its tailoring and
foreign exchange business, in his

moving court

name after the death of the shop's
original tenant on October 2, 2006.
The shop is owned by the Trust.

“We have been occupying and
operating our business from the
shop since last four years after the
original tenant transferred the
tenancy rights under the
Maharashtra Rent Control Act,”
says Sailawala. "But after the death
of the original tenant, the Trust
refused to transfer the rent receipts
in our name and demanded much
more money than the legal transfer
charges, so | moved court. But what
have got in return is a blanket social
boycott.”

The family says it will now
approach the State Human Rights
Commission and the Mumbai police
commissioner with their
grievances. -The Hindustan Times

Positive signs of rising awareness

In recent years we have witnessed several incidents of open defiance of
the Kothar's repressive policies in Banswada, Udaipur, Aurangabad,
Hyderabad, Ujjain, Indore, Maho, Dahod, Godhara, Pune, Canada, etc.
This year has seen many such incidents. These are:

1. August 14 -

Parents of Burhani

College, Mazgaon, oppose

management move to sell off college land for commercial purpose.

2. August 21 - On Lailatul Qadr night, Amil Sheikh Yusuf of Ezzi Mohalla,
Surat, Sheikh Tahir Daginawala, Sheikh Shabbir Ghadiwala and
Hakimuddin are beaten up for misappropriating Rs 25 lakhs.

3. August 30 - Amil Sheikh Yusuf, his son and Tanzeem members are
beaten up in Mumbai's Hussaini Masjid for selling mussalla space in

Ramzaan.

4. August 31 - Parents, teachers and students of Saifee Girls High School
Mumbai protest against move to build shopping mall on school land.

5. September 3 - Bohra women of Chennai smash two cars, one that of
Sayedna's son in-law Sayyadul Khair, and beat up jamaat members as
they are denied iftaarfor not paying Rs1,500 per prayer mat.

Undoubtedly these are the positive signs of rising awareness and courage

in the Dawoodi Bohra Community which is the result of the years of the

consistent and uncompromising stand taken by the Dawoodi Bohra

Reformists against many odds.
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