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We invite you to write to us with your views and opinion on any issue. Your letters should not be more than 200 words.

Addressed to: The Editor, All World Bohra Journal, 73, Dr. Zakir Hussain Marg Udaipur 313001, E-mail : bohra.journal@hotmail.com
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Expert Speak
Marketing

Innovation - Pt

Strategies for creating
awareness

4. Shop Pining Strategy

Once the market has been
identified, value for money can be
easily justified if backed up by
quality. Credibility of a company,
which is trying to promote itself, has
to be carried across to the
audience; 'word of mouth' publicity
plays its role here. This assumes
importance especially in the ready-
to-wear segment, where a variety of
options in terms of colours, designs,
weaves, styles and pricing exist.
Therefore, individuality in the
market has not only to be
maintained but also projected
across.

5. Drifting Strategy

Purchasing should be done on the
basis of reliability, price, quality,
easy availability, variety, style,
discounts, gifts, hampers, future
benefits, etc. and these are all the
factors, which drifts away the
consumers. There are till date only
a few customers qualifying
positively in all these categories.
Here is where awareness is
needed.

6. Bargaining Strategy

A reasonable bargaining must be
done. This will not only benefit them
financially but will also strengthen
their position. Cash Memo,
commonly called bill, must surely
be taken.

7. JIT (JustIn Time) Approach
Strategy

At the time of purchases only time
margin must be taken in case the
product does not fit well or there is
any other problem, it shall be
changed by the retailer. The
consumers must be aware that if
they have any problem regarding
the size it is always changed or
altered by the retailer, but should be
approached just in time. A request
to the shopkeeper is always dealt
with due care.

8. Legal Approach Strategy

If care is not taken by the retailer
regarding genuine grievances of
the customer then they can
approach the consumer court,
which is very actively working these
days. There are consumer
protection societies and number of
NGOs working in this direction.
They organise road shows, lectures
and seminars in schools and
colleges and education is imparted.
No overnight success can be
envisaged. But the essential

homework begins at the consumer's
end.

- Dr Kaneez Fatima Sadriwala
Professor-cum-Director,

Aravali Institute of Management
Studies,

email : moizkaneez@yahoo.com
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Superspeciality Homeopathic Treatment
Superspeciality in :-

Dr. Raj Kumag :'\aﬂlg + Allergy - TeToil + Headache - R =&
Redi. No. - 14376 + Asthma - 3T + Joint Problem - mfat IRT
gl o + Acidity - TRafs<r + Psoriasis -

Time : 4to 7 P.M.
Cont. No. - 9460928082
E-mail : dr_hhc@yahoo.co.in

+ Children disease -g=i@3rT + Pimple - foraet

+ Skin disease - THSI IFT

+ Sinusitis - ATSTH

+ Weakness - 37e1fora y

+ Diabetes - I['IX
+ Female Disease - 1 I1T
+ Hair Fall - a1 R==m

Ex. Doctor of Dr. Batra's Positive Health Clinic (Baroda)
Lecturer in Homeopathic Medical College (Dabok) Udaipur

A Treatment without side effect, Painless treatment only require Regularity, Faith & Patience.
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We celebrate womanhood at every turn and corner of our life. But it is not very often that we acknowledge the role of Islam
in the strength displayed by Muslim women when dealing with all and sundry. Islam is a religion that empowers women to
live a life of dignity and this is evident in our reformist women who have dared all in their march to freedom. Here are some
examples of global valor, courtesy Muslim Women's Newsletter.

Muslim women come out in

large numbers to vote

Long queues of burga-clad women with babies on their
shoulders waited for hours to cast the vote in Muslim-
dominated areas across Jaipur during the recent
Assembly elections in the state. Since early morning,
Muslims came out in large numbers to cast their vote in
constituencies where they have a sizeable population.

Muslim women, even from orthodox families,
shunned their hesitation and came out in large
numbers to cast their vote. “This is the only way we can
express our feelings,” said Sakeena Ali, a voter of
Hawa Mahal constituency.

Honour for Shabnam
Hashmi and Inderjit Kaur

Noted activists Shabnam Hashmi (right) and Dr Inderijit
Kaur were presented the National Minority Rights Award
for 2008. The award by National Commission for
Minorities was given for outstanding contribution in
safeguarding and promoting the constitutional and legal
rights of the minorities of India. Dr Kaur is a Padma
Bhushan awardee and has been chosen for this award
for her work for communal harmony.

Shabnam Hashmi is founder of ANHAD (Act Now
for Harmony and Democracy) and has done a lot of work
for the victims of communal violence especially after the

Gujaratriots of 2002.

Saudi scientist works to empower women

Hayat Sindi is a woman on a self-described mission: “to change how science and women are viewed in the Middle
East.”

Born and raised in Saudi Arabia, Sindi studied biotechnology at Cambridge University in the United Kingdom
before coming to the United States to learn how to commercialize scientific discoveries.

Her determination to succeed despite sexism has paid off. Sindi helped found a company, Diagnostics for All
(DFA) that is developing inexpensive, disposable medical tests for use in the developing world. DFA won two
prestigious business awards and hopes to have prototypes tested in the field by 2010.

In a bold move, Sindi and her colleagues spurned potentially lucrative royalty payments and made DFA a
nonprofit company, underscoring Sindi's determination to help those less fortunate as quickly as possible.

Syndic, a devout Muslim who wears a hijab (head covering), was a visiting scientist in George Whitesides'
laboratory at Harvard University when she took a Harvard Business School course, “Inventing Breakthroughs and
Commercializing Science.”

Her message to women in Saudi Arabia and in any country challenged by sexism is “be persistent” and “never
take 'no’ for an answer.” “Men and women are equal,” Sindi said, but even in the United States and in Europe this is
not fully appreciated. While studying at Cambridge she encountered a professor who told her that women cannot be
successful in the field of biotechnology.

Now that she has proved her critics wrong, she leads by example and frequently lectures in the Middle East,
hoping to inspire women.

Wearing her hijab, she frequently is mistaken for a tourist when she attends a scientific conference. In her
lectures, she rails against being given this “life sentence,” a superficial judgment based on her appearance, which
she characterized as: female, scarf, can't do science, can't get funding.

Sindi confessed that sexism can make leading by example frustrating, especially in many countries in the
Middle East. But she is grateful for the opportunities she has had and insists that women should follow their dreams,
despite the obstacles.

“Wherever you need to go to pursue your dream, go.”

Kerala Muslim Marriage Bill: proposals

In a progressive and bold step towards the reform of Muslim Personal Law, the Kerala Law Reforms Commission has
drafted a bill which will curb and check the practices of polygamy and divorce through Talag among Muslims in the
state.

The bill titled as the Kerala Muslim Marriage and Dissolution by Talaq (Regulation) Bill seeks to "declare that,
among the Muslims in Kerala, monogamy is the general rule and polygamy a just exception, permissible only in socially
exceptional circumstances and that also subject to compassionate conditions, and to provide further that divorce by
talag can be effected only subject to special conditions."

The bill which has been drafted by the Commission led by the noted jurist and former Supreme Court lawyer Justice VR
Krishna lyer also declares that "if any married Muslim, man or woman, marries again during the subsistence of the first
marriage, the party who violates shall be guilty of bigamy under the Indian Penal Code and punishable as such."
As per the Bill 'marrying again during the lifetime of husband or wife is an offence.’
The Bill has been drafted by the commission after the observation of the Kerala High court on the issue of polygamy and
divorce among Muslims.

- Md. Ali, TwoCircles.net

Training programme for Muslim women

The Institute of Islamic Studies, Mumbai, has
organised a training course in 'Rights of Muslim
Women - Theory and Practice' for those who are
actively involved in promoting and working for the
awareness of Muslim women's right in their respective
areas. This training will equip them with adequate
knowledge and skills to do their work more effectively
and efficiently. Needless to say such training is highly
necessary for those working in this field.

A list of subject mentioned below clearly shows
how useful this training could be.

IIslam and its origin and development.

1Position of Women before Islam.

1Evolution of Islamic Shariah.

1IConcept of Women in Quran.

1Position of Women in Shariah.

IThe Personal Law in India.

IPersonal Law reforms in Islamic countries.

IPersonal Law reforms and codification of law in India.
These subjects will help them to thoroughly

grasped how the Shariah was evolved, what steps can

be taken for reforms and what are the possibilities of

empowerment and liberation of Muslim women. In all

there will be 30 participants from all over India. The
training will be from February 2to 4.

Muslim woman arrested for not taking off headscarf

A woman was arrested for contempt of
court in west Georgia, USA, after she
refused to take off her hijab, the headscarf
worn by Muslim women.

Chris Womack with the Douglasville
Police Department says 40-year-old Lisa
Valentine, who goes by her Islamic name
Miedah, was ordered jailed for 10 days by
Municipal Court Judge Keith Rollins. She
violated a court policy that prohibits people from wearing
anything on their head.

Valentine's husband, Omar Hall, said she was released from
jail Tuesday evening. He called the judge's actions
unconstitutional and humiliating.

Last year, a Muslim woman in Valdosta made headlines
when she was ordered to remove her hijab in Municipal Court.
Officials cited homeland security reasons for forcing her to do so.

THE UDAIPUR URBAN CO-0P. BANK LTD.

Call upon for : Personal Loans * Home Loans * Vehicle Loans* Business Loans
We promise competitive interest rates and speedy disposal.

Dhan Mandi Branch
Ph: 0294 2422355 M: 9828162044

Pannadhay Marg Branch
Ph: 0294 2422461 M: 9928790762

Bada Bazar Branch
Ph: 0294 2420429 M: 9414738065

Madhuvan Branch
Ph: 02942423542 M: 9460402651

Fatehpura Branch
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Hiran Magri Branch
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Krsihi Mandi Branch
M: 946030453

Salumber Branch
Ph: 95 2906 231250 M: 979903464

Rajsamand Branch
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Fateh Nagar Branch
Ph: 95 2955 220316 M: 9929996972
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Religious bureaucracy

Recently, in one month newspapers in Mumbai
reported at least two instances where Dawoodi Bohra
families were threatened with social boycott by the
comunity's powerful religious bureaucracy.

Mumbai Mirror carried a report about a business
family that was denied entry into the sect's mosque in
Mazgaon because they refused to obey arule introduced
by religious officials that made mourning or maatam (in
memory of the martyrdom of Imam Hussain, grandson of
Prophet Mohammed) compulsory after every namaaz.

Saifuddin Insaf, who edits the Bohra Chronicle
published by the Bohra Youth Association, Mumbai, said
that over the decades, in many community mosques,
members of the clergy have imposed several new
religious rules on the faithful. Those who disobey are
threatened with ex-communication, an issue that is being
examined by the Supreme Court through a long- pending
public interest litigation.

While the headquarters of the sect in Mumbai has
said that incidents like the one in Mazgaon could be the
fallout of local disputes, there have been several
incidents in the last few months where members of the
community have openly protested against the clergy.

In August, when the sect observed the Ramzan fast,
an Amil, a senior religious official of a mosque near
Raudat Tahera, the community's holiest shrine in the city,
was beaten up by women for demanding rent for space to
pray inthe mosque.

The official had apparently sold musallahs or prayer
mats in the women's section at the rate of Rs 552 per mat,
before Ramzan. When managers of the mosque
restricted entry only to those who had rented prayer
space, there was resentment from those who were
turned away. When a woman carrying a child was barred
from entering the mosque, there was a scuffle and police
had to be brought in to stop the crowd from beating up the
Amil.

In September, a newspaper in South India reported
that Bohra women and men in Chennai damaged
vehicles belonging to mosque officials when women who
did not pay a monthly rent of Rs 1,500 for prayer space
were denied food for breaking their day-long fast.

Despite opposition to new religious rules introduced
by the clergy from a few members of the community, most
Bohras accept the regulations as their religious duty.

"l do not agree that all mosque officials impose new
religious rules. There is no pressure on community
members to follow these rules," said Mumbai-based
businessman Saifuddin Kopty. "The mourning ritual, for
instance, has been accepted by most Bohras. | observe
maatam, whether | am praying at home or at the
mosque. It is our way of acknowledging the sacrifice of

Imam Hussain."

Courtesy: Mumbai Mirror
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I} WORLD NEWS

Muharram observed by Bohra Youth around the globe :

WY 3 (BRI 9 WId 2009)
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Muharram in Danbury, USA

December 27th 2008 ushered in the New
Year as per the Hijri Calendar. With it came
the most sanctified month in the Muslim
calendar, the month of Muharram. As in
previous years, December 29th 2008 marked
the beginning of the 10-day mourning period.
In North America, in the city of Danbury, C.T,
Muharram was observed with great enthusiasm by the Reformist Dawoodi Bohras under
the banner of BYANA(Bohra Youth Association of North America). The venue was the
recently-bought Bohra Youth Center. The local Bohra community along with their Shia
friends jointly organized this event to honor the memory of the great Martyr of Islam.
Mourners from far flung areas of New York, New Jersey, and Hartford attended the
Majlisses. Sister Zakira Azra Batool was invited to address the congregation. An erudite
and a powerful orator, she enlightened the sizeable gathering with an insight into the
tragedy of Karbala, its reasons and consequences. In her daily sermons (vaez), she shed
light on the history of Karbala by emphasizing on the events, by contemplating on the
great virtues of the Martyr and by translating those great moral and spiritual lessons into
our own lives. Her discourses in Urdu enhanced the mourners' knowledge on the great
historic event in which were exemplified such soul-stirring virtues of unshaken faith,
undaunted courage, willing self-sacrifice, steadfastness in the right and unflinching war
againstthe wrong.
A guest speaker, Md Ayub, a professor of the Hartford Seminary was also invited to
render three lectures in English during weekends. It was a satisfying experience for the
congregation to receive such scholarly enlightenment .
Shahedane-Karbala Niyaz was also served daily sponsored by generous momineens.
On Roz-E- Ashura, mourners, both male and female congregated since morning reciting
Marsiyas and took part in the ceremonial Matam-E-Husayn as a display of their devotion
to the slain Martyr. Shaam-e-Ghariba was observed after Maghreb with great piety and
solemnity. Sister Zakira Azra Batool dexterously recreated the grief-stricken and blood-
smeared epic of Karbala with her powerful oration. The proceedings ended with the
traditional dish of Haleem and roti being served.
The event was possible due to the untiring efforts of the BYANA President Asrar Ahmed,
the newly-appointed treasurer Hamida Haidary , committee members Sabiha Ali and
Saeeda Quaisar. Of course there were scores of volunteers who too pitched in. The event
was celebrated in the true spirit of Islam, thus strengthening the bonds of brotherly love
which unite all who hold sacred the ideals of brotherhood preached by the holy Prophet of
Islam.

- Reyaz Sanwarwalla, Jt Sec, BYANA

Moharram in Kuwait

Sermons were held by the Bohra Youth members during Muharram in Kuwait. In the
evening Majlis was conducted where Tagreer and Noha were presented to remember
how Imam Hussain and his companions sacrificed their life for the sake of Islam. On the
day of Ashoora, Alam and Matami juloos were organised with the day ending with the
Majils-e-Shaam-e-Gariba. Niyaz-e-lmam Hussain was organized on all the 10 days.
The entire management was done by the Bohra Youth committee under the guidance of
Igbal Hussain Rassawala.

- Nazneen Ali Wagpurawala (Kuwait)

Clockwise from top : Muharram observed in Toronto, Dubai and Kuwait.
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