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We invite you to write to us with your views and opinion on any issue. Your letters should not be more than 200 words.

Addressed to: The Editor, All World Bohra Journal, 73, Dr. Zakir Hussain Marg Udaipur 313001, E-mail : journal@dawoodi-bohras.com
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How To Get a Great Idea

No army can withstand the strength of an idea whose time has come

An idea is the ability to tap our
capacity by encouraging creative
impulses and then acting upon them.
Most of us seldom achieve our
creative potential. We can try to
unlock this reservoir of ideas hidden
within each one of us. Here are tips
onthe bestwaystodoit: -

Capture afleeting thought

Agood idea is like a rabbit. It runs by
so fast that sometimes we get to see
only its ears or tails. To capture it we
must be ready. Creative people are
always poised, in that may be the
difference between us and them.
When a good idea comes your way,
jot it down — on your arm if
necessary. Not every idea will have
value, of course .The point is to
capture firstand evaluate later.

Seek challenges

When you are stuck behind a locked
door, every behaviour that's ever got
you free turns up quickly... you may
push or pull on the knob, bang the
door — even shout for help. Put new

- Victor Hugo

and crazy items on your desk, keep
clay in your top draw and mould it
when you are working on a difficult
problem. The more diverse the
stimulation we receive, the more
rapidly the mind spins out newideas.

Expand your world

To enhance your creativity, learn
something new. If you are a banker,
take up tap dancing. If you are nurse,
try a course in mythology. Read a
book on the subject you know little
about. Change your daily
newspaper. The new will
interconnect with the old in novel and
potentially fascinating ways.

Becoming more creative is really
just a matter of paying attention to
that endless flow of ideas you
generate and learning to capture
and act upon the new that's within
you.

- Rukhsana Saifee

Lecturer, Chartered Institute of
Technology, Abu Road

email: ruksiajju@yahoo.com
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Call upon for : Personal Loans * Home Loans * Vehicle Loans* Business Loans
We promise competitive interest rates and speedy disposal.

Pannadhay Marg Branch
Ph: 0294 2422461 M: 9928790762

Dhan Mandi Branch
Ph: 0294 2422355 M: 9828162044

Bada Bazar Branch
Ph: 0294 2420429 M: 9414738065
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Rajsamand Branch
Ph: 95 2952 224022 M: 9001055034

Salumber Branch
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Fateh Nagar Branch
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We celebrate womanhood at every turn and corner of our life. But it is not very often that we acknowledge the role of Islam in the strength displayed by
Muslim women when dealing with all and sundry. Islam is a religion that empowers women to live a life of dignity and this is evident in our reformist women
who have dared all in their march to freedom. Here are some examples of global valor, courtesy Muslim Women's Newsletter.

101 lashes, fine for
divorced' Bangla teen

Alleged rapist, Enamul Mia, 20, was let off by the village arbitrators
who awarded teenaged girl 101 lashes, the Daily Star newspaper
said: Life couldn't be more unfair to a teenaged Bangladeshi girl,
who was first raped, then divorced on being found that she had
conceived before marriage, and finally administered 101 lashes for
her "sins".

Eight months after being raped, village arbitrators found the 16-
year-old at Khargor village of Kasba upazila (sub-division) in
Brahmanbaria district, guilty and issued the fatwa for 101 lashes.

The arbitration also fined the victim's father $160 and issued
another fatwa that her family would be ostracised if he failed to pay
up. Village matbar (local leader) Delwar Hossain alias Ullashi
executed the lashes on January 17. The report quoted the girl's
family sources as saying Enamul Mia of Gabbari used to tease the
girl on her way to school. He raped her in April 2009. Fearing
shame, the girl did not disclose the incident. She was married off to
a man of a neighbouring village but was divorced after a month as
medical test revealed that she was seven months pregnant. She
lived at her father's place after an abortion. A group of so-called
matbars, led by Manik Mia, declared that her family is to be isolated
until she was punished.

The influential group arranged the arbitration on January 17 that
ruled against the girl.

At one stage of the torture, the girl collapsed and fainted. She
regained consciousness after two hours. "Enamul has spoiled my
life. lwantjustice," said the girl as she sobbed away silently.

Talking to the Daily Star, the neighbours spoke in favor of the girl
and blamed Enamul but did not dare to say anything against the so-
called village arbitration.

‘raped,

Kenyan
peacemaker
wins global
prize

Dekha Ibrahim Abdi, a peace activist [
from north Eastern Province, is the
winner of a global award, the 2009
Hesse Peace Prize which she
received in Germany recently.

Her peace activism is long and
chequered, having started the Wajir Peace Committee in the early 1990s to try and end persistent
clanwars inthe region.

At the time, her passion was to see peace prevail in a region where hostile clans were in a
permanent war mode. It did not occur to her that the world was watching. And then recently, Ms
Abdi scooped the global award that told her that her efforts were notin vain.

Wajir was under emergency law from 1963 to 1990, with government forces fighting an active
guerrilla movement (the Shifta war). When the emergency and quasi-occupation ended, the
security situation deteriorated even more.

In 1992, Ms Abdi and other women as well as concerned men started a grassroots peace
initiative, bringing together people from all clans.

Despite opposition from the traditional clan leaders, they began to organise mediation between
the warring parties (with representatives of minority groups acting as moderators). When an
agreementwas in place, they set up the Wajir Peace Committee, with representatives of all parties
toimplement the agreement.

Fostering inter-faith dialogue and attempting to resolve tensions and conflict between religions
has been a central focus of Ms Abdi's activity since her first involvement in working for peace, and
her methods have now been copied not only elsewhere in Kenya, butin Uganda, Ethiopia, Sudan,
and South Africa.

Six years ago an ad in the Sunday paper changed a
young Pakistani woman's life and made aviation
history.

The ad read: "Pakistan Air Force recruiting females
cadets."

Back then Ambreen Gul was 20-years old and living

in Karachi. Her mother wanted her to be a doctor. She
remembers her reaction when she told her she wants
tofly.

"She was like: "You're a girl,"" says Gul. "How will you
doit? How will you fly?"

The following day Gul took the first step in proving
her mother wrong. She was among the first in line at
the recruitment center.

For nearly six decades it was only men who had
flown Pakistan's fighter jets. Today Gul is one of seven
women who are trained and ready to fly Pakistan's F-7
supersonic fighter jets.

"This is a feeling that makes you proud and makes
you humble also," says Gul.

Humility doesn't mean lack of confidence.

"We can do everything better than the men,”
explains cadet Nida Tarig.

"We're more hardworking, more consistent and
more patient," adds cadet Anam Faig.

Pakistan's female fighter pilots break down barriers

To become a fighter pilot takes three years of
training at the Air Force Academy in Risalpur,
Pakistan, where the halls are lined with grainy black-
and-white pictures of nearly six decades of male
graduates who went on to fly for the Pakistan Air
Force.

The training is often intensely physical. Here, equal
opportunity means equal treatment.

If they are not good enough as per their male
counterparts, we don't let them fly," says commanding
officer Tanvir Piracha.

Some of Pakistan's female pilots wear hijabs.
Others prefer to go without the Muslim headdress.
Most say changing the misconception of Muslim
women is just as important as serving their country.

"Islam gives equal opportunity to females. Whatever
we wantto do we can," says pilot Nadia Gul.

But women rarely fly in combat anywhere in the
world and it's never been done in Pakistan. It's another
barrier Gul plansto break.

'Partial' burka bhan

France took the first step towards barring Muslim women from
wearing the full veil when using public services, but stopped short of
calling for an outright ban after critics argued that such a move
would be socially divisive and hard to enforce.

A cross-party committee of MPs was set up last year to explore
the controversial issue in France of burkas and nigabs. The
committee recommended to Parliament that Muslim women should
be allowed to carry on covering their faces in the street.

Its final report, however, recommended that anyone covering
their face be barred from entering public sector property, including
hospitals and schools, or using public transport.

Under the proposals, a woman who fails to remove her veil in such
cases would not face a fine for breaking the law but would be
refused access to the service. She would not, for instance, be
allowed to collect her child benefit payments or take the bus.

Nicolas Sarkozy, who has repeatedly said that the full veil “is not
welcome” on French soil, is believed to be in favor of this partial
legislation rather than other, more radical suggestions from
recalcitrant members of his own Right-wing UMP party.

Jamaat tells Muslim women to contest polls

Hundreds of purdah-clad women attended a meeting late into the night as the Jamaat-e-
Islami held a convention exclusively for women in Kerala's Malappuram recently.

While the slogan was ‘women power for social revolution’, the Jamaat admitted its goal
was to encourage them to take the plunge into the coming local body elections, where 50 per
cent of the seats would be reserved for women.

Except Jamaat-e-Islami Kerala chief T Arif Ali, all the speakers on the dais were women.
The spadework for the event was done almost exclusively by Jamaat women, who went
around with campaign material, sometimes disregarding protests from orthodox segments.

"Muslim women should surge ahead in socio-political spheres after proving their ability. In
the three-tier Panchayati Raj system, 50 per cent of the seats are reserved for women.

The next elections are a great opportunity as well as a heavy responsibility. “Prove your
mettle," urged K K Fathima Suhara, the president of the women's wing of the Jamaat.

The Jamaat attempts, however, have evoked a sharp protest from the Sunnis, a powerful
Muslim segment in the state. Its chief, Kanthapuram A P Aboobacker Musaliyar, said it was
highly deplorable that women were being "paraded in public"in such a conference.
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Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor,
Congratulations to the editorial team for its par
excellence efforts.
| have a suggestion to print Bismillah hir
Rahman nir Raheem on top of the first page.
Secondly, it would be useful if you can
collect and compile email addresses of all
members of the Dawoodi Bohra Youth jamaat.
This would also serve as an important record
for us. Moreover, you can email Bohra Journal

PDF to those email addresses.
- Mubarak Hussain, Dubai

Thank you for the words of appreciation. We
have noted the suggestions made by you and
would try to implement them if possible.

- Editor

All Letters to the Editor should have sender's name. We
shall not publish names if requested. But annonymous
letters will not be published.
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